
PLAYFORD  BALL 2009 
 

N OT SU R E W H AT TO  W EAR TO  TH E BALL? 
SOM E ID EAS AN D  SU GGESTION S    

 
 
It’s fun to w ear som ething different— more elegant, festive or period-inspired— to an ECD  ball. There are talented 
people in  our community w ho can create beautiful and unusual outfits for them selves or others— you w ill see som e of 
these at the ball. It is probably a  b it late to begin such a  project now  for this year. H ere are som e notes about tw o w ays to 
achieve an alternate self for the evening. 
 
COSTU M E REN TAL: CD *NY can get a  (relatively) good price for costume rental from  the TD F Costume Collection, 
w hich collects costumes donated by show s that are closing and rents them  to not-for-profit organizations: $65 or $75 per 
outfit. I visited the w arehouse w here they store them  last w eek, and I have to say that this is an option that w ill w ork 
only if you have tim e to spare during the w eek and considerable energy (as w ell as that kind of money to spend on a  one-
tim e fantasy). The w arehouse is open M onday to F riday during office hours; w e w ould need  to go in  a  group of no more 
than four people and pull the costumes for ourselves from  racks that are jammed floor to ceiling, so that you have to  climb 
ladders for the higher racks. They are arranged roughly by period. There are som e absolutely gorgeous things and som e 
things that are in  ragged condition, so finding appropriate item s w ould definitely take som e tim e. W e w ould be a llow ed 
to take the costumes out three w eeks before the event, to a llow  tim e to make any necessary a lterations. The costumes 
w ould need to be cleaned either before w e returned them  or after, by the people there, at $5  per pound. If any of this 
sounds like som ething you would like to investigate, let m e know : elizabeth_parry@ pcmag.com , or 212-503-5250 
(w ork)/718-515-0420 (home). W e’d have to do this as an organization, not as individuals. 
 
TH RIFT SH OPS: A  bit more plausible, probably! I haven’t been to every thrift shop in  the city, but I can tell you about 
a  few  w here I’ve had  good luck. There is a  very fru itful row  of thrift shops on  23rd Street, near w here I w ork. On the 
north side of the street, w est of Third Avenue (157 East 23rd), is a  H ousing W orks store, w here the selection  can be quite 
high-quality and there is actually a fitting room . I bought my silver ball dress here, for about $70 as I rem ember, and only 
this year I found an absolutely ravishing creation in  ivory silk crepe, w hich, unfortunately, I had to  let go because I 
couldn’t do it up. On the south side, betw een Third and Second, you’ll find in  rapid succession (going east): G oodw ill 
(220 East 23rd), the Salvation A rmy (also 220 East 23rd), and the C ity Opera Thrift Shop (222 East 23rd). G oodw ill is 
quite spacious and w ell lit, and  the prices are good. The prom  dresses are on the left as you go in , a long the w all. For the 
Salvation A rmy, you have to take a  very slow  elevator dow n to the basem ent, w here the atmosphere is a  b it depressing, 
but this is w here I got my blue satin skirt for about $4, so treasures can be found. C ity Opera is a  lovely place to shop, 
a lways w ith pleasant music, but the m erchandise is high-end and the prices reflect that. 
 
The biggest Salvation A rmy store is on W est 46th Street. I’ve never been there, but I’m  told it’s quite an experience. I  
investigated the Sal’s on E ighth Avenue and 21st Street last w eek and can report that I saw  several plausible candidates 
among the long dresses there, and that the store is spacious and pleasant. I don’t think there’s a  fitting room , though. 
 
H ousing W orks has seven other thrift shops, including one on M ontague Street in  B rooklyn. I haven’t been to them  all, 
but the ones I have been to consistently offer a superior shopping experience, though the prices are higher than at Sal’s or 
Goodw ill. They are listed at http://w w w .housingworks.org/locations/category/thrift-shops/. You can also b id online for 
certain item s (mostly designer labels) at http://housingw orksauctions.com /. I  notice that a  B ill B lass gow n in prim rose 
silk w ent recently for $45. 
 
W hile a ll of this is directed at w omen, I’d love to  hear from  m en w ho have found formal w ear at thrift shops or other 
non-traditional stores. 
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