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HELPING NEW DANCERS 

 

Courtesy 

 

 Be polite. 

 

 Be positive and reassuring. 

 

 Show interest in your partner as a person, but focus on the dance.  Don’t distract them. 

 

 Don’t come on to them.  It’s not the time or place. 

 

Dance 

 

 During walk-throughs, don’t speak while the caller is speaking.  Give tips later, if they are 

welcomed. 

 

 Some people are put off by verbally delivered tips.  I will sometimes ask people if they want 

me to give them advice, or not.  If they decline, teach through example and a good lead. 

 

 No flourishes during walk-throughs. 

 

 Timing, timing, timing.  You will impress people more with good timing and a clear lead 

than with flourishes. 

 

 You can lead from either position.  A good lead is clear but not aggressive. 

 

 Never do a flourish if it is likely to make you late and/or unable to leave partner oriented for 

next move. 

 

 Never force your partner to do a flourish.  Some callers advocate never having beginners do 

flourishes.  I disagree.  It has to be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Some new contra 

dancers are experienced dancers and welcome being taught (not forced into) flourishes.  It 

may even encourage them to come back.  ASK THEM if they want you to show them 

something new first, and get their assent. 

 

 Your partner is your responsibility.  Make sure you leave them where they need to be and 

oriented for the next move – even if this means a whispered prompt.  Do not abandon them, 

even if this means you are a moment late for your next move.  You can recover better than 

they can. 

 

 If you make a mistake, apologize graciously. 

 

 Respect people’s comfort zones, e.g., slow down if your partner is getting dizzy, tell them to 

look at your shoulder if they seem uncomfortable looking into your eyes, etc. 
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 Remember – you are not a good dancer if you do not act politely and take good care of your 

partner, no matter how fast you swing and how fancy your flourishes may be.  This also 

includes giving good eye contact and attention to all of your partners (and neighbors) – 

whether or not you find them attractive, whatever their gender, etc. 

 

 Suggest other good dancers for them to dance with. 

 

 


